
Dear Friends,
Years ago I adopted three children all of whom are now married. Karpagam, the eldest, has two 
children, Christie and Vera (new baby) whom she brought for baptism in our church. Murugan also 
has two girls – Parvathy and Anjalai. Soniya has one, Rose Mary.  They call me G’ma although I can’t 
say I am entirely comfortable in that role!                 
The last few months seem to have been exceptionally busy. Our first batch of student nurses qualified 
and ten of them joined the hospital as Junior Staff Nurses (see photo). Unfortunately twenty two of 

my experienced staff nurses left for Government employment creating a big vacuum. The hospital bed occupancy rate is very 
high so I have had to spend long hours on the wards in addition to all my other 
work. Only in this way can we ensure that the standard of care remains high. 

As my 76th birthday approaches,  it is a source of wonder to friends, colleagues 
and me how I am able to work on average a twelve hour day seven days a 
week without any particular hardship. We often refer to ‘The grace of God’ as 
we talk about religious truths – half believing and half not.  I am no exception 
to this but of one thing I am convinced:  it is solely by this grace of God that 
I am able to do so much and it certainly has nothing to do with any natural 
talents I may have. 

Once again I wish you all a very happy Christmas and New Year.  Thank you for 
your prayers and continued support. May God bless us every one.
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Essex Volunteers set up camp
In September, a 20 strong self-funded team of doctors and nurses from Essex 
saw over 1,000 patients in Sylvia’s Hospital. The ENT surgeon, audiologist and 
paediatrician examined all the deaf children in the school. Three surgeons 
(Gynaecologist, ENT and General) operated in the mornings and saw patients 
in the afternoons. 
The Essex Group also 
provided a maternity 
delivery table, a bigger 
sterilizing unit and a foetal 
monitor which were 
gratefully received by 

Sylvia. She also enjoyed ‘walking down memory lane’ with the ENT specialist 
who had worked for 3 years at the Leeds General Infirmary.

Congratulations and thanks to this great medical team who once again gave 
their time, energy, expertise and financial support to the poor and sick 
people of Tiruvannamalai. More photos are on the News page of our website.
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Love Sylvia

The Sylvia Wright bookmarks have been in such great demand that we have now 
had a reprint.  Please let us know if you would like free copies. 
The design is on our website.      



Sylvia Wright Trust 
RoadShoW
Anne-Marie Rose is always looking for groups who would like 
one of our experienced speakers to give an illustrated talk about 
Sylvia’s work.  Among the many comments received: 
“A wonderful, informative evening …... All our members were very 
moved by what they heard….. It was awe-inspiring and wonderful 
to see and hear what can be achieved by just one person with true 
dedication and love of humanity.” Please contact Anne-Marie if you 
know of a potential group or venue for a talk in 2014.                               

hearing aids
Over the last few years, we 
have been making great efforts 
to improve the quality of the 
children’s hearing aids. Every 
child’s hearing loss is different 
and while the government 
hearing aids give amplification, 
they are not tuned to individual 
needs. While some frequencies 
are improved, others become 
too loud and uncomfortable so the children have to turn them 
off. 60 out of the 210 children now have individually tuned, 
digital hearing aids, kindly donated by Headingley Rotary and by 
individual sponsors.  A few children have been given Cochlear 
Implants and a sound-proofed room has been built to improve 
testing (see photo). We are trying hard to provide more digital 
hearing aids and the system needed for the fine tuning required. 
Any improvement in hearing leads to better speech and helps 
the children significantly when they leave the school.            

thanks to: 

• Bronwen Robinson who has stepped down as 
a trustee owing to pressing commitments. We 
welcome Barbara Neale (a member of St Andrew’s 
URC Church) and Glenn Miller (yes, that’s his name) 
who is a retired solicitor. 

• To everyone who has bought our 2013 Christmas 
Cards. They have been going well. Please ring Barbara 
Dodman (0113 2619152) while stocks last.                                                                                                                                           

• Steve Bates for his support on our website. Last 
month the site had 160 visits (125 USA & 25 UK) 
of which 78% were new. Can we top 200 ‘hits’ this 
month? Smart phone or iPad users may like to 
scan our new QR barcode on the front page.

Tiruvannamalai Test Match 

As we go to press, a team of UK trustees and supporters 
led by Tony Allinson will be visiting Sylvia for 10 days. They 
will visit the hospital, school, day centres, nursing college, local 
villages and temple. They are sure to receive a marvellous 
welcome everywhere. The annual cricket Test Match versus 
the school 1st X1 (India) is eagerly awaited by the pupils but 
reliable sources suggest that our Chairman’s X1 (England) 
might spring a surprise (and a few googlies) on 28 November 
and record the SWT’s first ever victory despite the lack of 
grass on the pitch! The result may be on our website.      

contact us
Chairman:  Tony Allinson  0113 2675735
 chairman@sylviawright.org

Newsletter Editor:  Tony Hartigan  01943 851431
  newsletter@sylviawright.org 

Secretary:  John Howley  0113 2673936
                    johnhowley@ntlworld.com

Sponsor a Child:   Angela Clark 0113 2677660 
 clarksatleodis@hotmail.com

Speakers/Talks:  Anne-Marie Rose  0113 2685423   
 speakers@sylviawright.org

Schools’ Coordinator:  Andrew Lowe  01937 531512
 schools@sylviawright.org

Treasurer:  Geoff Fuller  01226 383757
 treasurer@sylviawright.org
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Student destinations 
This year, fourteen out of sixteen A level leavers have 
gone on to do 3 year degree courses and two to a 
computer course. Thanks to their Rangammal training 
in speech and lip reading, they are able to integrate with 
hearing students. For profoundly deaf children from 
poor village backgrounds, this is a fantastic achievement 
and a credit to Sylvia, her staff and the students 
themselves - as well as very good news for their sponsors.                                                                                                                                        
                                            

‘Spectacular’ School 
Newsletter 
The latest colourful and entertaining edition is now on our 
website. It portrays the life of a caring, vibrant and successful 
school community. One reader wrote:  “Thank you for 
the spectacular newsletter. I loved the collages. It is really 
wonderful to see so many busy and interesting activities.”                                
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